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Pianist, composer, and arranger, Mary Lou Williams (1910–1981), was one of the most significant and
influential artists in the history of jazz. A versatile musical genius who experimented with and mastered most
of the emerging styles in jazz's evolution, Williams wrote and arranged for such greats as Duke Ellington and
Benny Goodman, and she was friend, mentor, and teacher to the likes of Thelonious Monk, Charlie Parker,
and Dizzy Gillespie. Yet throughout her prolific career of nearly six decades, she battled as an African
American woman to achieve recognition, equality, and acceptance in the male-dominated world of jazz.

Now Williams's artistic brilliance and lasting legacy are affirmed in this definitive volume, which
masterfully interweaves biographical details with incisive commentary on her music, performances, and
recordings. Setting Williams's intriguing story against the racial, social, cultural, and musical currents of her
times, Tammy L. Kernodle draws on extensive interviews and meticulous research to chronicle the tragedies
and triumphs of Williams's stormy life. Included are her struggles with racism, sexism, and age
discrimination, and such personal misfortunes as recurrent bouts of poverty, turbulent marriages and love
affairs, extreme loneliness, and a string of bad business decisions.

Born to an impoverished, unmarried mother in Georgia, and raised in Pittsburgh, the self-taught Williams
started performing publicly when she was six-years-old. By the age of twelve, the "little piano girl" was
touring on the black vaudeville circuit. Kernodle follows Williams's harsh life on the road, her rise to fame in
the 1930s as an arranger and performer for Andy Kirk's Kansas City swing band Twelve Clouds of Joy, her
role as matriarch of the bebop movement, her solo career, her blossoming spirituality, and conversion to
Roman Catholicism. In her later years, Williams wrote sacred jazz pieces that brought emotional healing to
listeners, and worked tirelessly to help and rehabilitate addicted, down-and-out musicians. She was also
strongly committed to advancing jazz composition and to educating others about the cultural roots of jazz.

This striking portrait untangles the paradoxes of an exceptionally gifted pianist who defied the odds and
endured hardships to create innovative music that inspired musicians and fans alike. It celebrates her
persistent yet loving spirit, extraordinary talent, and enduring body of work.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Wilson:

This Soul on Soul: The Life and Music of Mary Lou Williams usually are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Soul on Soul: The Life and Music of Mary
Lou Williams can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
types. Beside that this Soul on Soul: The Life and Music of Mary Lou Williams forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Maria Hughes:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Soul on Soul: The Life and Music of
Mary Lou Williams that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick Soul on Soul: The Life and Music of Mary Lou Williams
become your own personal starter.

Earl Quintana:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for you is Soul on Soul: The Life and Music of Mary Lou Williams this e-book consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Rocky Melvin:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this



age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Soul on Soul: The Life and Music of Mary Lou Williams can make you sense more interested
to read.
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