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In Legal Transplants, one of the world's foremost authorities on legal history and comparative law puts forth
a clear and concise statement of his controversial thesis on the way that law has developed throughout
history.

When it was first published in 1974, Legal Transplants sparked both praise and outrage. Alan Watson's
argument challenges the long-prevailing notion that a close connection exists between the law and the
society in which it operates. His main thesis is that a society's laws do not usually develop as a logical
outgrowth of its own experience. Instead, he contends, the laws of one society are primarily borrowed from
other societies; therefore, most law operates in a society very different from the one for which it was
originally created. Utilizing a wealth of primary sources, Watson illustrates his argument with examples
ranging from the ancient Near East, ancient Rome, early modern Europe, Puritan New England, and modern
New Zealand. The resulting picture of the law's surprising longevity and acceptance in foreign conditions
carries important implications for legal historians and sociologists. The law cannot be used as a tool to
understand society, Watson believes, without a careful consideration of legal transplants.

For this edition, Watson has written a new afterword in which he places his original study in the context of
more recent scholarship and offers some new reflections on legal borrowings, law, and society.
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From reader reviews:

Patrina Eaton:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Legal transplants: An approach to comparative law. Try to make book
Legal transplants: An approach to comparative law as your close friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Richard Mills:

The book Legal transplants: An approach to comparative law can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Legal transplants: An
approach to comparative law? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Legal
transplants: An approach to comparative law has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Gale Gibbs:

Here thing why that Legal transplants: An approach to comparative law are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is
as delicious as food or not. Legal transplants: An approach to comparative law giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with
Legal transplants: An approach to comparative law. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You
can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Legal transplants: An approach to
comparative law in e-book can be your choice.

Myra McKenzie:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Legal transplants: An approach to comparative law we can get more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book
that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Legal transplants: An
approach to comparative law. You can more desirable than now.
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