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A product of the "spiritual hothouse" of the Second Great Awakening, Spiritualism
became the fastest growing religion in the nation during the 1850s, and one of the principal
responses to the widespread perception that American society was descending into atomistic
particularity.

InBody and Soul, Robert Cox shows how Spiritualism sought to
transform sympathy into social practice, arguing that each individual, living and dead, was
poised within a nexus of affect, and through the active propagation of these sympathetic bonds,
a new and coherent society would emerge. Phenomena such as spontaneous somnambulism and
sympathetic communion with the dead—whether through séance or "spirit
photography"—were ways of transcending the barriers dissecting the American body politic,
including the ultimate barrier, death. Drawing equally upon social, occult, and physiological
registers, Spiritualism created a unique "social physiology" in which mind was integrated into
body and body into society, leading Spiritualists into earthly social reforms, such as
women’s rights and anti-slavery.

From the beginning, however,
Spiritualist political and social expression was far more diverse than has previously been
recognized, encompassing distinctive proslavery and antiegalitarian strains, and in the wake of
racial and political adjustments following the Civil War, the movement began to fracture. Cox
traces the eventual dissolution of Spiritualism through the contradictions of its various
regional and racial factions and through their increasingly circumscribed responses to a
changing world. In the end, he concludes, the history of Spiritualism was written in the limits
of sympathy, and not its limitless potential.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos White:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Body and Soul: A Sympathetic
History of American Spiritualism? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have different opinion?

James Cooper:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Studying a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Body and Soul:
A Sympathetic History of American Spiritualism book because this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Colin Rousey:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Body and Soul: A
Sympathetic History of American Spiritualism suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Body and Soul: A Sympathetic History of American
Spiritualismis the one of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this
book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented
of the world on this book.

Doris Garcia:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of
book Body and Soul: A Sympathetic History of American Spiritualism. You can include your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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