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She was the last icon of an age of leisurely travel fading into memory even as she embarked on her maiden
voyage: a luxurious ocean liner vast and brilliant white, a beacon of elegance and opulence. For a decade
P&O’s flagship SS Canberra was the standard passage for any Britons travelling to Australia, and
subsequently the voyage of a lifetime for well-heeled cruise passengers. But then in March 1982 Britain
stirred itself to go to war for the first time in generations in defence of a lonely and little-known outpost of
empire, the Falkland Islands, and the Canberra, its round-the-world cruise suddenly interrupted at Gibraltar
for the first of the military to board, found itself, surreally, requisitioned as a troopship to carry the Marines
and the Paratroops into battle.

This is the astonishing story of how a luxury liner and her civilian crew – as close as family – went from
pampering affluent retirees in the Mediterranean to taking thousands of soldiers, who pounded circuits of her
creaking decks incessantly to keep fit, and took them down into the bitter winter waters of the South
Atlantic. On the day troops landed to recapture the Falklands Canberra found herself in the thick of action
with Argentine bombs raining down around her. Against the odds she survived, performing a crucial role as a
hospital ship, then taking a vanquished and bewildered conscript army home to Buenos Aires before
returning to Southampton, grubby and rust-streaked, forever to be fondly known as the Great White Whale,
to a tumultuous hero’s welcome.

This is the extraordinary story untold until now, of how unlikely combatants like waiters, cooks, nurses and
cleaners who never in their dreams imagined they could be caught up in a war, found themselves on the front
line at the very end of the world. Drawing on dozens of new interviews with those who were there, from the
Canberra’s crew to the soldiers and war correspondents who sailed with her, as well as previously
unpublished archives, A Very Strange Way To Go To War is a candid, revealing and compelling story of
bravery, by turns surprising, tender and deeply moving,. Above all, it is the story of a quintessentially British
finest hour, brought about by ordinary men and women, who, when their country called, went all the way.
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From reader reviews:

Tammi Kendrick:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that
question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular A Very
Strange Way to Go to War: The Canberra in the Falklands to read.

Richard Bentley:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular A Very Strange Way to Go to
War: The Canberra in the Falklands book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Shirley Martins:

This book untitled A Very Strange Way to Go to War: The Canberra in the Falklands to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher
of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Ronald Canty:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the A Very Strange Way to Go to War: The Canberra in the Falklands when you essential it?
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