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Preacher, teacher, and postmistress, Charlotte Levy Riley was born into slavery but became a popular
evangelist after emancipation. Although several nineteenth-century accounts by black preaching women in
the northern states are known, this is the first discovery of such a memoir in the South.

            Born in 1839 in Charleston, South Carolina, Riley was taught to read, write, and sew despite laws
forbidding black literacy. Raised a Presbyterian, she writes of her conversion at age fourteen to the African
Methodist Episcopal (AME) church, embracing its ecstatic worship and led by her own spiritual visions. Her
memoir is revelatory on many counts, including life in urban Charleston before and after emancipation, her
work as a preacher at multiracial revivals, the rise of African American civil servants in the Reconstruction
era, and her education and development as a licensed female minister in a patriarchal church.

            Crystal J. Lucky, who discovered Riley’s forgotten book in the library archives at Wilberforce
University in Ohio, provides an introduction and notes on events, society, and religious practice in the
antebellum era and during the Civil War and Reconstruction, and places A Mysterious Life and Calling in the
context of other spiritual autobiographies and slave narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Castillo:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery
to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) book since this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
as you know.

Richard Kowalski:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping A Mysterious Life and Calling: From
Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick A
Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) become your own personal starter.

Marie Miles:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of
us novel, comics, as well as soon. The A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South
Carolina (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Mary Perez:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is A Mysterious Life and Calling: From Slavery to Ministry in South Carolina
(Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this



world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this
book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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