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This book explores the ways in which the early rabbis reshaped biblical laws of ritual purity and impurity
and argues that the rabbis’ new purity discourse generated a unique notion of a bodily self. Focusing on the
Mishnah, a Palestinian legal codex compiled around the turn of the third century CE, Mira Balberg shows
how the rabbis constructed the processes of contracting, conveying, and managing ritual impurity as ways of
negotiating the relations between one’s self and one’s body and, more broadly, the relations between one’s
self and one’s human and nonhuman environments.

With their heightened emphasis on subjectivity, consciousness, and self-reflection, the rabbis reinvented
biblically inherited language and practices in a way that resonated with central cultural concerns and
intellectual commitments of the Greco-Roman Mediterranean world. Purity, Body, and Self in Early
Rabbinic Literature adds a new dimension to the study of practices of self-making in antiquity by suggesting
that not only philosophical exercises but also legal paradigms functioned as sites through which the self was
shaped and improved.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Tandy:

The feeling that you get from Purity, Body, and Self in Early Rabbinic Literature (S. Mark Taper Foundation
Imprint in Jewish Studies) is a more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more
you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Purity, Body, and
Self in Early Rabbinic Literature (S. Mark Taper Foundation Imprint in Jewish Studies) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Purity, Body, and Self
in Early Rabbinic Literature (S. Mark Taper Foundation Imprint in Jewish Studies) instantly.

Erica Lewis:

This book untitled Purity, Body, and Self in Early Rabbinic Literature (S. Mark Taper Foundation Imprint in
Jewish Studies) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
reserve from your list.

Linda Doyle:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book Purity, Body, and Self in Early Rabbinic Literature (S. Mark Taper Foundation
Imprint in Jewish Studies) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book offers high quality.

Carmen Helton:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Purity, Body, and Self in Early Rabbinic
Literature (S. Mark Taper Foundation Imprint in Jewish Studies) to make your current reading is interesting.
Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book
to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st



opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Purity, Body, and Self in Early
Rabbinic Literature (S. Mark Taper Foundation Imprint in Jewish Studies) can to be your brand-new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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