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By the time Umberto Eco published his best-selling novel The Name of the Rose, he was one of Italy's most
celebrated intellectuals, a distinguished academic and the author of influential works on semiotics. Some
years before that, in 1977, Eco published a little book for his students, How to Write a Thesis, in which he
offered useful advice on all the steps involved in researching and writing a thesis -- from choosing a topic to
organizing a work schedule to writing the final draft. Now in its twenty-third edition in Italy and translated
into seventeen languages, How to Write a Thesis has become a classic. Remarkably, this is its first, long
overdue publication in English.

Eco's approach is anything but dry and academic. He not only offers practical advice but also considers
larger questions about the value of the thesis-writing exercise. How to Write a Thesis is unlike any other
writing manual. It reads like a novel. It is opinionated. It is frequently irreverent, sometimes polemical, and
often hilarious. Eco advises students how to avoid "thesis neurosis" and he answers the important question
"Must You Read Books?" He reminds students "You are not Proust" and "Write everything that comes into
your head, but only in the first draft." Of course, there was no Internet in 1977, but Eco's index card research
system offers important lessons about critical thinking and information curating for students of today who
may be burdened by Big Data.

How to Write a Thesis belongs on the bookshelves of students, teachers, writers, and Eco fans everywhere.
Already a classic, it would fit nicely between two other classics: Strunk and White and The Name of the
Rose.

This MIT Press edition will be available in three different cover colors.

ContentsThe Definition and Purpose of a ThesisChoosing the TopicConducting ResearchThe Work Plan
and the Index CardsWriting the ThesisThe Final Draft
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Larson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book How to Write a Thesis. All
type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Mary Grays:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This How to Write a Thesis book is readable by means of you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving How to
Write a Thesis content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking How to Write a
Thesis is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

George Bash:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read any book. It
is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book How to Write a Thesis it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Gregory Kile:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many
books in the top listing in your reading list will be How to Write a Thesis. This book which can be qualified
as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review
this e-book you can get many advantages.
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