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Although nearly forgotten today, the prophetic writing of Wilhelm Friess was the most popular work of its
kind in Germany in the second half of the sixteenth century. While the author “Wilhelm Friess” was a
convenient fiction, his text had a long and remarkable history as it moved from the papal court in fourteenth-
century Avignon, to Antwerp under Habsburg oppression, to Nuremberg as it was still reeling from Lutheran
failures in the Schmalkaldic War, and then back to Antwerp at the outbreak of the Dutch revolt.

Dutch scholars have recognized that Frans Fraet was executed for printing a prognostication by Willem de
Vriese, but this prognostication was thought to be lost. A few scholars of sixteenth-century German
apocalypticism have briefly noted the prophecies of Wilhelm Friess but have not studied them in depth. The
Strange and Terrible Visions of Wilhelm Friess is the first to connect de Vriese and Friess, as well as
recognize the prophecy of Wilhelm Friess as an adaptation of a French version of theVademecum of
Johannes de Rupescissa, making these pamphlets by far the most widespread source for Rupescissa’s
apocalyptic thought in Reformation Germany. The book explains the connection between the first and
second prophecies of Wilhelm Friess and discovers the Calvinist context of the second prophecy and its
connection to Johann Fischart, one of the most important German writers of the time.

Jonathan Green provides a study of how textual history interacts with print history in early modern
pamphlets and proposes a model of how early modern prophecies were created and transmitted. The Strange
and Terrible Visions of Wilhelm Friess makes important contributions to the study of early modern German
and Dutch literature, apocalypticism and confessionalization during the Reformation, and the history of
printing in the sixteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Simmons:

This The Strange and Terrible Visions of Wilhelm Friess: The Paths of Prophecy in Reformation Europe
(Cultures of Knowledge in the Early Modern World) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This particular The Strange and Terrible Visions of Wilhelm Friess: The Paths of
Prophecy in Reformation Europe (Cultures of Knowledge in the Early Modern World) without we know
teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The
Strange and Terrible Visions of Wilhelm Friess: The Paths of Prophecy in Reformation Europe (Cultures of
Knowledge in the Early Modern World) can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Strange
and Terrible Visions of Wilhelm Friess: The Paths of Prophecy in Reformation Europe (Cultures of
Knowledge in the Early Modern World) having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Latashia Bartlett:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Strange and Terrible Visions of
Wilhelm Friess: The Paths of Prophecy in Reformation Europe (Cultures of Knowledge in the Early Modern
World) book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Sandra Bland:

The book untitled The Strange and Terrible Visions of Wilhelm Friess: The Paths of Prophecy in
Reformation Europe (Cultures of Knowledge in the Early Modern World) contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people,
so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will take
you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Julie Long:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make



summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Strange and Terrible Visions of Wilhelm Friess: The Paths of Prophecy in
Reformation Europe (Cultures of Knowledge in the Early Modern World) can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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