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A bestselling chronicler of the sea turns to a trio of his own ancestors to see what memory and the selective
plundering of history has made of the truth in Northern Ireland.

The name “Lundy” is synonymous with traitor in Ulster. Derek Lundy’s first ancestral subject was the
Protestant governor of Derry in 1688, just before it came under siege by the Catholic Irish army of James II.
For reasons that remain ambiguous, Robert ordered the gates of the city opened in surrender. Protestant hard-
liners staged a coup de ville and drove him away in disgrace, a traitor to the cause. But Robert is more
memorable for his peace-seeking moderation than for the treachery the standard history attributes to him.
William Steel Dickson’s legacy is a little different: a Presbyterian minister born in the late 18th century, he
preached with famous eloquence in favour of using whatever means necessary to resist the tyranny of the
English, including joining forces with the Catholics in armed rebellion. Finally, there is “Billy” Lundy, born
in 1890, the antithesis of the ecumenical William, and the embodiment of what the Ulster Protestants had
become by the beginning of World War I – a tribe united in their hostility to Catholics and to the project of
an independent Ireland.

The lives of Robert Lundy, William Steel Dickson and Billy Lundy encapsulate many themes in the Ulster
past. In telling their stories, Derek Lundy lays bare the harsh and murderous mythologies of Northern Ireland
and gives us a revision of its history that seems particularly relevant in today’s world.

Excerpt from The Bloody Red Hand:

The other thing I remember is the look the young man gave me, after he had taken the cash, put his pistol
away and was standing with his hands in his jacket pockets. It wasn’t the expression of someone who was
thinking of shooting me too; I never had that feeling. But the way he looked at me was so familiar – wary and
calculating. Many people in Belfast had stared in the same way since I’d arrived for a visit. For a long time,
I couldn’t understand what it meant. Eventually, I knew. They were trying to decide “what foot I kicked
with” – what religion I was. There were supposed ways to tell, subtle indicators. Was I someone they should
fear? Or was I one of them? That was what the armed robber was doing, too. He had just shot a man who
knew him by his first name. But he was looking at me, the stranger, and trying to figure out whether I was a
Prod or a Taig.
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From reader reviews:

Peter White:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The Bloody Red
Hand: A Journey Through Truth, Myth and Terror in Northern Ireland? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Leo Rizer:

The book The Bloody Red Hand: A Journey Through Truth, Myth and Terror in Northern Ireland will bring
one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try
to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book The Bloody Red Hand: A Journey
Through Truth, Myth and Terror in Northern Ireland is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Joel Kiser:

The book untitled The Bloody Red Hand: A Journey Through Truth, Myth and Terror in Northern Ireland
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice read.

Sherry Francis:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Bloody Red Hand: A
Journey Through Truth, Myth and Terror in Northern Ireland is simple to develop you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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