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No contemporary scientist has done more to shape our understanding of the universe than Murray Gell-
Mann, the Nobel Prize-winner many consider the most brilliant physicist of his generation. His discoveries
of the quark and the Eightfold Way were cornerstones for all that has followed in particle physics, the effort
to explain the very stuff of creation. In this first biography of Gell-Mann, George Johnson tells the story of a
remarkable life.

Born on New York's Lower East Side, Gell-Mann was quickly recognized as a child prodigy. Propelled by
an intense boyhood curiosity and a love for nature, he entered Yale at fifteen. By age twenty-three he had
ignited a revolution, laying bare in his groundbreaking work the strange beauty of the minute particles that
constitute the ultimate components of physical reality.

Particle physics is the most competitive of sports, and Johnson shows us the precocious polymath holding his
own with giants like Robert Oppenheimer, Enrico Fermi, and Richard Feynman -- Gell-Mann's favorite
intellectual sparring partner and sometimes antagonistic rival. We see Gell-Mann the self-taught linguist
(who couldn't resist correcting visitors on the pronunciation of their own names); Gell-Mann the birdwatcher
and amateur archaeologist; Gell-Mann the Aspen socialite, world traveler, and environmental crusader.

We watch him making his scientific breakthroughs, his abrasive, competitive drive leaving behind a growing
trail of enemies. The early death of his first wife and a family crisis sent him veering in new directions.
Turning from the physics of simple particles, like quarks, he began exploring how complex phenomena like
life can be understood scientifically.

George Johnson's informed and insightful biography goes far in helping us understand the complexities of
both the man and the science in which he has loomed so large.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Hardy:

The book Strange Beauty: Murray Gell-Mann and the Revolution in Twentieth-Century Physics can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the best thing like a book Strange Beauty: Murray Gell-Mann and the Revolution in Twentieth-Century
Physics? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Strange Beauty:
Murray Gell-Mann and the Revolution in Twentieth-Century Physics has simple shape however you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it
is very wonderful.

Frederick Palazzo:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, typically the book you have read is definitely Strange Beauty: Murray Gell-Mann and the Revolution in
Twentieth-Century Physics.

Carrie Francis:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top checklist in
your reading list is usually Strange Beauty: Murray Gell-Mann and the Revolution in Twentieth-Century
Physics. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Maria Simmons:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library.
They go to there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Strange Beauty: Murray Gell-Mann and the Revolution in



Twentieth-Century Physics can make you feel more interested to read.
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