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No one will soon forget the image, blazed across the airwaves, of armed Korean Americans taking to the
rooftops as their businesses went up in flames during the Los Angeles riots. Why Korean Americans? What
stoked the wrath the riots unleashed against them? Blue Dreams is the first book to make sense of these
questions, to show how Korean Americans, variously depicted as immigrant seekers after the American
dream or as racist merchants exploiting African Americans, emerged at the crossroads of conflicting social
reflections in the aftermath of the 1992 riots.

The situation of Los Angeles's Korean Americans touches on some of the most vexing issues facing
American society today: ethnic conflict, urban poverty, immigration, multiculturalism, and ideological
polarization. Combining interviews and deft socio-historical analysis, Blue Dreams gives these problems a
human face and at the same time clarifies the historical, political, and economic factors that render them so
complex. In the lives and voices of Korean Americans, the authors locate a profound challenge to cherished
assumptions about the United States and its minorities.

Why did Koreans come to the United States? Why did they set up shop in poor inner-city neighborhoods?
Are they in conflict with African Americans? These are among the many difficult questions the authors
answer as they probe the transnational roots and diversity of Los Angeles's Korean Americans. Their work
finally shows us in sharp relief and moving detail a community that, despite the blinding media focus
brought to bear during the riots, has nonetheless remained largely silent and effectively invisible. An
important corrective to the formulaic accounts that have pitted Korean Americans against African
Americans, Blue Dreams places the Korean American story squarely at the center of national debates over
race, class, culture, and community.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Smith:

The book Blue Dreams: Korean Americans and the Los Angeles Riots can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Blue Dreams:
Korean Americans and the Los Angeles Riots? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book Blue Dreams: Korean Americans and the Los Angeles Riots has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Grady Comer:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book Blue Dreams: Korean Americans and the Los Angeles Riots had
been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The book Blue Dreams: Korean Americans and the Los Angeles Riots is not only giving
you far more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Blue Dreams:
Korean Americans and the Los Angeles Riots. You never experience lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Marilyn Perez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Blue Dreams: Korean Americans and the
Los Angeles Riots book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Blue Dreams: Korean
Americans and the Los Angeles Riots as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is
one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Robert Quinonez:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Blue Dreams: Korean Americans and the Los
Angeles Riots was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Blue Dreams:
Korean Americans and the Los Angeles Riots has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not
at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the



best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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