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During the First World War it was the task of the U.S. Department of Justice, using the newly passed
Espionage Act and its later Sedition Act amendment, to prosecute and convict those who opposed America’s
entry into the conflict. In Unsafe for Democracy, historian William H. Thomas Jr. shows that the Justice
Department did not stop at this official charge but went much further—paying cautionary visits to suspected
dissenters, pressuring them to express support of the war effort, or intimidating them into silence. At times
going undercover, investigators tried to elicit the unguarded comments of individuals believed to be a threat
to the prevailing social order.
In this massive yet largely secret campaign, agents cast their net wide, targeting isolationists, pacifists,
immigrants, socialists, labor organizers, African Americans, and clergymen. The unemployed, the mentally
ill, college students, schoolteachers, even schoolchildren, all might come under scrutiny, often in the context
of the most trivial and benign activities of daily life.
            Delving into numerous reports by Justice Department detectives, Thomas documents how, in case
after case, they used threats and warnings to frighten war critics and silence dissent. This early government
crusade for wartime ideological conformity, Thomas argues, marks one of the more dubious achievements of
the Progressive Era—and a development that resonates in the present day.
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From reader reviews:

David Pell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Unsafe for Democracy: World War I and the
U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress Dissent (Studies in American Thought and Culture)
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Harold Graham:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Unsafe for Democracy: World War I
and the U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress Dissent (Studies in American Thought and
Culture) book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jeanie Hynes:

This Unsafe for Democracy: World War I and the U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress
Dissent (Studies in American Thought and Culture) is brand new way for you who has interest to look for
some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Unsafe for Democracy: World War I
and the U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to Suppress Dissent (Studies in American Thought and
Culture) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by
anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So
there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also
knowledge.

Dina Hirsch:

You can get this Unsafe for Democracy: World War I and the U.S. Justice Department's Covert Campaign to
Suppress Dissent (Studies in American Thought and Culture) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing
or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this



publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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