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The authoritative compendium of facts, statistics, photographs, and analysis that defines baseball in its
formative first decades.
 
This comprehensive reference work covers the early years of major league baseball from the first
game—May 4, 1871, a 2-0 victory for the Fort Wayne Kekiongas over the visiting Cleveland Forest City
team—through the 1900 season. Baseball historian David Nemec presents complete team rosters and
detailed player, manager, and umpire information, with a wealth of statistics to warm a fan’s heart.
 
Sidebars cover a variety of topics, from oddities—the team that had the best record but finished second—to
analyses of why Cleveland didn’t win any pennants in the 1890s. Additional benefits include dozens of rare
illustrations and narrative accounts of each year’s pennant race. Nemec also carefully charts the rule changes
from year to year as the game developed by fits and starts to formulate the modern rules. The result is an
essential work of reference and at the same time a treasury of baseball history.
 
This new edition adds much material unearthed since the first edition, fills gaps, and corrects errors, while
presenting a number of new stories and fascinating details. David Nemec began the lifetime labor that helped
produced this work in 1954 and admits it may never end, as there always will be some obscure player whose
birth date has not yet been found. Until perfection is achieved, this work offers state-of-the-art accuracy and
detail beyond that supplied by even modern baseball encyclopedias. As Casey Stengel, who was born during
this era, was wont to say, “you could look it up.”  Now you can.
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From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Great
Encyclopedia of Nineteenth-Century Major League Baseball suitable to you? The book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Great Encyclopedia of Nineteenth-Century Major
League Baseballis one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world within this book.

David Carson:

The Great Encyclopedia of Nineteenth-Century Major League Baseball can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Great
Encyclopedia of Nineteenth-Century Major League Baseball although doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Christopher Levi:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Great Encyclopedia of
Nineteenth-Century Major League Baseball can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Melanie Young:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and The Great Encyclopedia of Nineteenth-Century
Major League Baseball or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Great Encyclopedia of Nineteenth-Century Major League Baseball
to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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