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What does it mean to listen in the digital era? Today, new technologies make it possible to roam instantly
and experimentally across musical languages and generations, from Detroit techno to jam bands to baroque
opera?or to dive deeper into the set of tastes that we already have. Either way, we can listen to nearly
anything, at any time. The possibilities in this new age of listening overturn old assumptions about what it
means to properly appreciate music?to be an “educated” listener.
In Every Song Ever, the veteran New York Times music critic Ben Ratliff reimagines the very idea of music
appreciation for our times. As familiar subdivisions like “rock” and “jazz” matter less and less and music’s
accessible past becomes longer and broader, listeners can put aside the intentions of composers and
musicians and engage music afresh, on their own terms. Ratliff isolates signal musical traits?such as
repetition, speed, and virtuosity?and traces them across wildly diverse recordings to reveal unexpected
connections. When we listen for slowness, for instance, we may detect surprising affinities between the
drone metal of Sunn O))), the mixtape manipulations of DJ Screw, Sarah Vaughan singing “Lover Man,” and
the final works of Shostakovich. And if we listen for closeness, we might notice how the tight harmonies of
bluegrass vocals illuminate the virtuosic synchrony of John Coltrane’s quartet. Ratliff also goes in search of
“the perfect moment”; considers what it means to hear emotion by sampling the complex sadness that
powers the music of Nick Drake and Slayer; and examines the meaning of certain common behaviors, such
as the impulse to document and possess the entire performance history of the Grateful Dead.
Encompassing the sounds of five continents and several centuries, Ratliff’s book is an artful work of
criticism and a lesson in open-mindedness. It is a definitive field guide to our radically altered musical
habitat.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Norsworthy:

The book Every Song Ever: Twenty Ways to Listen in an Age of Musical Plenty can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great
thing like a book Every Song Ever: Twenty Ways to Listen in an Age of Musical Plenty? A few of you have
a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Every Song Ever: Twenty Ways to Listen in an Age of
Musical Plenty has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Claudia Fox:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They
should answer that question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is
familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific
Every Song Ever: Twenty Ways to Listen in an Age of Musical Plenty to read.

Joyce Cannon:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Every Song Ever: Twenty Ways to Listen in an Age of Musical Plenty book is
readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer connected with Every Song Ever: Twenty Ways to Listen in an Age of Musical Plenty content
conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Every Song Ever: Twenty Ways to Listen
in an Age of Musical Plenty is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Clifford Stoner:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Every Song Ever: Twenty
Ways to Listen in an Age of Musical Plenty, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't



get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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