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The ten linked stories in Ashes Rain Down explore what life might be like after several decades of
environmental and social apocalypse. This story cycle is set in two isolated California communities where
ordinary people struggle to survive and maintain some semblance of order and meaning in lives stressed by
environmental and social apocalypse in a future that seems like a return to the past.  The shared crises of
global warming, extreme weather events, epidemics, and collapse of the world economy and social order
create a tissue of interconnection as characters hang on by a thread while the world comes undone.  Despite
the sense of impending doom, there is also dark humor spiced with grotesque realism embedded in the
overarching theme: that people do carry on.

"The people who populate this book are singular, hilarious, melancholy, but always compelling and always
right on target. The voices are enjoyable and Mr. Luvaas knows them so well."
Susan Straight, award-winning author of Between Heaven and Here

?

"'Ashes Rain Down' is one of the best contemporary stories I have ever read. The voice is
extraordinary....The plot is complex and evocative. The tone frequently shifts from the truly comic to the
hauntingly serious. Few authors can do that. There are echoes of Faulkner here, but the story maintains its
literary independence. What a joy to read a story that is such a fresh and inventive use of the form."
Stephen Minot, author of Three Genres: The Writing of Poetry, Fiction and Drama

"Bill Luvaas' story Family Life, which won the Ledge 2010 Fiction Award, examines the family dynamic
(and all its dysfunction) in remarkably fresh and original fashion with unflinching honesty and brutal
detail....[It is] a story rich with futuristic undertones and an almost post-apocalyptic landscape.
Tim Monaghan, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher, The Ledge Magazine

?

PRIZES:   
                    -  Huffington Post Book of the Year
                    -  Finalist for Next Generation Indie Book Awards (short story)
                    -  Finalist for Eric Hoffer Award's Montaigne Medal
                    -  Three stories in the collection won prizes: "Ashes Rain Down" won Glimmer
                       Train's Fiction Open Award (winter '07-08), "Out There" won honorable
                       mention in Carpe Articulum's International Short Fiction Award Series,
                       "Family Life" won first place in The Ledge Magazine's Fiction Awards
                       Competition, "Heat Wave" was nominated for a Pushcart Prize.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Simpson:

Here thing why that Ashes Rain Down: A Story Cycle are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Ashes Rain Down: A Story Cycle giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Ashes Rain Down: A
Story Cycle. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened
in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park,
café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of Ashes Rain Down: A Story Cycle in e-book can be your choice.

Lily McDermott:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Ashes Rain Down: A Story Cycle as your
daily resource information.

Dwight Richardson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Ashes
Rain Down: A Story Cycle suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book
untitled Ashes Rain Down: A Story Cycleis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

April Harry:

This Ashes Rain Down: A Story Cycle is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Ashes Rain Down: A
Story Cycle in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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