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A complete and revealing history of the Peace Corps—in time for its fiftieth anniversary
 
On October 14, 1960, at an impromptu speech at the University of Michigan, John F. Kennedy presented an
idea to a crowd of restless students for an organization that would rally American youth in service. Though
the speech lasted barely three minutes, his germ of an idea morphed dramatically into Kennedy’s most
enduring legacy — the Peace Corps. From this offhand campaign remark, shaped speedily by President
Kennedy’s brother-in-law, Sargent Shriver, in 1961, the organization ascended with remarkable excitement
and publicity, attracting the attention of thousands of hopeful young Americans.
 
Not an institutional history, When the World Calls is the first complete and balanced look at the Peace
Corps’s first fifty years. Revelatory and candid, Stanley Meisler’s engaging narrative exposes Washington
infighting, presidential influence, and the Volunteers’ unique struggles abroad. Meisler deftly unpacks the
complicated history with sharp analysis and memorable anecdotes, taking readers on a global trek starting
with the historic first contingent of Volunteers to Ghana on August 30, 1961.
 
The Peace Corps has served as an American emblem for world peace and friendship, yet few realize that it
has sometimes tilted its agenda to meet the demands of the White House. Tracing its history through the past
nine presidential administrations, Meisler discloses, for instance, how Lyndon Johnson became furious when
Volunteers opposed his invasion of the Dominican Republic; he reveals how Richard Nixon literally tried to
destroy the Peace Corps, and how Ronald Reagan endeavored to make it an instrument of foreign policy in
Central America. But somehow the ethos of the Peace Corps endured, largely due to the perseverance of the
200,000 Volunteers themselves, whose shared commitment to effect positive global change has been a
constant in one of our most complex—and valued—institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
When the World Calls: The Inside Story of the Peace Corps and Its First Fifty Years, you may tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a e-book.

Byron Sierra:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
When the World Calls: The Inside Story of the Peace Corps and Its First Fifty Years.

William Butcher:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is When the World Calls: The Inside Story of the Peace Corps and Its First Fifty Years this publication
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented
how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of
you.

Mario Davis:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to



right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this When the World Calls: The Inside Story of the Peace Corps and Its
First Fifty Years can make you really feel more interested to read.
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