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Two Treatises of Government (or "Two Treatises of Government: In the Former, The False Principles, and
Foundation of Sir Robert Filmer, and His Followers, Are Detected and Overthrown. The Latter Is an Essay
Concerning The True Original, Extent, and End of Civil Government") is a work of political philosophy
published anonymously in 1689 by John Locke. The First Treatise attacks patriarchalism in the form of
sentence-by-sentence refutation of Robert Filmer's Patriarcha, while the Second Treatise outlines Locke's
ideas for a more civilized society based on natural rights and contract theory.

King James II of England (VII of Scotland) was overthrown in 1688 by a union of Parliamentarians and
stadtholder of the Dutch Republic William III of Oranje-Nassau (William of Orange), who as a result
ascended the English throne as William III of England. This is known as the Glorious Revolution, also called
the Revolution of 1688. Locke claims in the "Preface" to the Two Treatises that its purpose is to justify
William III's ascension to the throne, though Peter Laslett suggests that the bulk of the writing was instead
completed between 1679–1680 (and subsequently revised until Locke was driven into exile in 1683).
According to Laslett, Locke was writing his Two Treatises during the Exclusion Crisis, which attempted to
prevent James II from ever taking the throne in the first place. Anthony Ashley-Cooper, 1st Earl of
Shaftesbury, Locke's mentor, patron and friend, introduced the bill, but it was ultimately unsuccessful.
Richard Ashcraft, following in Laslett's suggestion that the Two Treatises were written before the
Revolution, objected that Shaftesbury's party did not advocate revolution during the Exclusion Crisis. He
suggests that they are instead better associated with the revolutionary conspiracies that swirled around what
would come to be known as the Rye House Plot. Locke, Shaftesbury and many others were forced into exile;
some, such as Sidney, were even executed for treason. Locke knew his work was dangerous—he never
acknowledged his authorship within his lifetime.

The Two Treatises begin with a Preface announcing what Locke hopes to achieve, but he also mentions that
more than half of his original draft, occupying a space between the First and Second Treatises, has been
irretrievably lost. Peter Laslett maintains that, while Locke may have added or altered some portions in 1689,
he did not make any revisions to accommodate for the missing section; he argues, for example, that the end
of the First Treatise breaks off in mid-sentence.

In 1691 Two Treatises was translated into French by David Mazzel, a French Huguenot living in the
Netherlands. This translation left out Locke's "Preface," all of the First Treatise, and the first chapter of the
Second Treatise (which summarised Locke's conclusions in the First Treatise). It was in this form that
Locke's work was reprinted during the 18th century in France and in this form that Montesquieu, Voltaire
and Rousseau were exposed to it. The only American edition from the 18th century was printed in 1773 in
Boston; it, too, left out all of these sections. There were no other American editions until the 20th century.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Heath:

The book Two Treatises of Government can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Two Treatises of Government? A few of
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Two Treatises of Government has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by
open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Dana Hanley:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Two Treatises of
Government suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Two Treatises of Governmentis one of several books that will everyone read now. That book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that
you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily
to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Allen Reilley:

Exactly why? Because this Two Treatises of Government is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Edward Doucet:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Two Treatises of
Government which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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