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Contrary to popular misconceptions and public branding as "dirty tricks," covert action and
counterintelligence can have considerable value. Democracies, while wary of these instruments, have
benefited significantly from their use, saving lives, treasure, and gaining strategic advantage. As liberal
democracies confront the post-Cold War mix of rogue states and non-state actors, such as criminals and
terrorists, and weapons of mass destruction and mass disruption, these clandestine arts may prove to be
important tools of statecraft, and perhaps trump cards in the twenty-first century.

Godson defines covert action as influencing events in other parts of the world without attribution, and
counterintelligence as identifying, neutralizing, and exploiting the secret activities of others. Together they
provide the capability to resist manipulation and control others to advantage. Counterintelligence protects
U.S. military, technological, and diplomatic secrets and turns adversary intelligence to U.S. advantage.
Covert action enables the United States to weaken adversaries and to assist allies who may be hampered by
open acknowledgment of foreign support.

Drawing on contemporary and historical literature, broad-ranging contacts with senior intelligence officials
in many countries, as well as his own research and experience as a longtime consultant to the U.S.
government, Godson traces the history of U.S. covert action and counterintelligence since 1945, showing
that covert action works well when it is part of a well-coordinated policy and when policy makers are
committed to succeeding in the long-term. Godson argues that the best counterintelligence is an offensive
defense. His exposition of the essential theoretical foundations of both covert action and counterintelligence,
supported by historical examples, lays out the ideal conditions for their use, as well as demonstrating why
they are so difficult to attain.

This book will be of interest to students and general readers interested in political science, national security,
foreign policy, and military policy.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Totten:

The book Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and Counterintelligence can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
good thing like a book Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and Counterintelligence? Several of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S.
Covert Action and Counterintelligence has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Agnes Figueroa:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Dirty Tricks or
Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and Counterintelligence is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Lisa Saxon:

The reserve untitled Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and Counterintelligence is the guide
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a
person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and
Counterintelligence from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Karen Johnson:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards:
U.S. Covert Action and Counterintelligence to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S.
Covert Action and Counterintelligence can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of their time.
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