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From the author of Twelve Days: The Story of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution and Revolution 1989: The
Fall of the Soviet Empire comes a powerful, revelatory book about the year that would signal the beginning
of the Cold War, the end of the British Empire, and the beginning of the rivalry between the United States
and the USSR. Victor Sebestyen reveals the events of 1946 by chronologically framing what was taking
place in Europe, the Middle East, and Asia, with seminal decisions made by heads of state that would
profoundly change the old order forever. Whether it was the July 22 bombing of the King David Hotel in
Jerusalem, the July 25 Bikini Atoll underwater atomic bomb test, or the August 16 Great Calcutta Killings in
India, 1946 was a year of seismic and dramatic events.
 
Sebestyen begins with the Moscow Foreign Ministers’ Conference the week before Christmas 1945, when
Stalin announced that the USSR would not withdraw its troops from Iran by March 1946, and ends with the
morning of November 3, 1946, when Emperor Hirohito officially unveiled Japan’s new constitution before
the National Diet. The year 1946 would see the map of Eastern Europe redrawn, Chinese communists
gaining decisive victories in their fight for power, and the birth of Israel.
 
Though Truman, Stalin, Churchill, MacArthur, Ben-Gurion, Hirohito, and Menachem Begin are part of the
story, Sebestyen also writes about the enormous suffering and ongoing persecution of civilians in the
aftermath of the war: the pillaging and rape; the ethnic cleansing of the German population from
Czechoslovakia and Poland; the rise of a violent new anti-Semitism; the civil wars in China and Greece; the
mass starvation in Japan, Eastern Europe, and Germany on a scale not seen since the Middle Ages; the
spread of diseases such as tuberculosis and diphtheria; and such total desolation that schools, government,
and transportation were nonexistent and currency was worthless.
 
Drawing on personal testimonies and new archival research, Sebestyen has written a vivid and compelling
narrative that brilliantly evokes the beginning of the Cold War set against a devastated landscape of
dystopian horrors.

(With 16 pages of black-and-white photographs.)
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Welling:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this 1946: The Making of the Modern World.

Alvaro Holloway:

Typically the book 1946: The Making of the Modern World will bring you to the new experience of reading
a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this
book very ideal to you. The book 1946: The Making of the Modern World is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Bruce Alexander:

The book with title 1946: The Making of the Modern World has a lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in
this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Jerry Blair:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love 1946: The Making of the Modern
World, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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