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Samuel Steward (1909–93) was an English professor, a tattoo artist for the Hells Angels, a sexual adventurer
who shared the considerable scope of his experiences with Alfred Kinsey, and a prolific writer whose
publications ranged from scholarly articles to gay erotica (the latter appearing under the pen name Phil
Andros). Perhaps his oddest authorial role was as a monthly contributor between 1944 and 1949 to the
Illinois Dental Journal, an obscure trade publication for dentists, where writing as Philip Sparrow he
produced a series of charming, richly allusive, and often quirky essays on a wildly eclectic assortment of
topics.

In Philip Sparrow Tells All, Jeremy Mulderig has collected thirty of these engaging but forgotten columns,
prefacing them with revealing introductions that relate the essays to people and events in Steward’s life and
to the intellectual and cultural contexts in which he wrote during the 1940s. In these essays we encounter
such famous friends of Steward as Gertrude Stein, André Gide, and Thornton Wilder. We hear of his stint as
a holiday sales clerk at Marshall Field’s (where he met and seduced fellow employee Rock Hudson), of his
roles as an opera and ballet extra in hilariously shoddy costumes, of his hoarding tendencies, his
disappointment with the drabness of men’s fashions, and his dread of turning forty. We go along with him to
a bodybuilding competition and a pet cemetery, and together we wander the boulevards of Paris and the
alleys of Algiers. Throughout, Mulderig’s entertaining annotations explain the essays’ wide-ranging
allusions and also highlight their gay subtext, which constituted a kind of private game that Steward played
with his mostly oblivious audience of Midwestern dentists.

The first collection of any of Samuel Steward’s writings to be republished since his death in 1993, Philip
Sparrow Tells All makes these lost essays available to a broad readership that Steward imagined but never
actually enjoyed when he wrote them. In doing so, it takes a major step toward documenting his important
place in twentieth-century gay literature and history.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Wilcox:

The book Philip Sparrow Tells All: Lost Essays by Samuel Steward, Writer, Professor, Tattoo Artist make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book Philip Sparrow Tells All: Lost Essays by Samuel Steward, Writer, Professor, Tattoo
Artist to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a
publication Philip Sparrow Tells All: Lost Essays by Samuel Steward, Writer, Professor, Tattoo Artist. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this book?

Jeremy Jones:

The event that you get from Philip Sparrow Tells All: Lost Essays by Samuel Steward, Writer, Professor,
Tattoo Artist is a more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Philip Sparrow Tells All:
Lost Essays by Samuel Steward, Writer, Professor, Tattoo Artist giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the
item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this specific Philip Sparrow Tells All: Lost Essays by Samuel
Steward, Writer, Professor, Tattoo Artist instantly.

Freddie Straughter:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely Philip Sparrow Tells All: Lost Essays by Samuel Steward, Writer, Professor, Tattoo
Artist.

Maria Peterson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Philip Sparrow Tells All: Lost
Essays by Samuel Steward, Writer, Professor, Tattoo Artist that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know



world better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you may pick Philip Sparrow Tells All: Lost Essays by Samuel Steward,
Writer, Professor, Tattoo Artist become your current starter.
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