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In The Medea Hypothesis, renowned paleontologist Peter Ward proposes a revolutionary and provocative
vision of life's relationship with the Earth's biosphere--one that has frightening implications for our future,
yet also offers hope. Using the latest discoveries from the geological record, he argues that life might be its
own worst enemy. This stands in stark contrast to James Lovelock's Gaia hypothesis--the idea that life
sustains habitable conditions on Earth. In answer to Gaia, which draws on the idea of the "good mother" who
nurtures life, Ward invokes Medea, the mythical mother who killed her own children. Could life by its very
nature threaten its own existence?

According to the Medea hypothesis, it does. Ward demonstrates that all but one of the mass extinctions that
have struck Earth were caused by life itself. He looks at our planet's history in a new way, revealing an Earth
that is witnessing an alarming decline of diversity and biomass--a decline brought on by life's own "biocidal"
tendencies. And the Medea hypothesis applies not just to our planet--its dire prognosis extends to all
potential life in the universe. Yet life on Earth doesn't have to be lethal. Ward shows why, but warns that our
time is running out.

Breathtaking in scope, The Medea Hypothesis is certain to arouse fierce debate and radically transform our
worldview. It serves as an urgent challenge to all of us to think in new ways if we hope to save ourselves
from ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Medea
Hypothesis: Is Life on Earth Ultimately Self-Destructive? (Science Essentials) is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Angela Rodriguez:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Medea Hypothesis: Is Life on Earth
Ultimately Self-Destructive? (Science Essentials) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

John Martin:

Beside this kind of The Medea Hypothesis: Is Life on Earth Ultimately Self-Destructive? (Science
Essentials) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like
an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Medea Hypothesis: Is Life on Earth
Ultimately Self-Destructive? (Science Essentials) because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from currently!

William Black:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks have many
advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book The Medea
Hypothesis: Is Life on Earth Ultimately Self-Destructive? (Science Essentials) we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time
book The Medea Hypothesis: Is Life on Earth Ultimately Self-Destructive? (Science Essentials). You can
more inviting than now.
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