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How do American Jews envision their role in the world? Are they tribal—a people whose obligations extend
solely to their own? Or are they prophetic—a light unto nations, working to repair the world? The Star and
the Stripes is an original, provocative interpretation of the effects of these worldviews on the foreign policy
beliefs of American Jews since the nineteenth century. Michael Barnett argues that it all begins with the
political identity of American Jews. As Jews, they are committed to their people's survival. As Americans,
they identify with, and believe their survival depends on, the American principles of liberalism, religious
freedom, and pluralism. This identity and search for inclusion form a political theology of prophetic Judaism
that emphasizes the historic mission of Jews to help create a world of peace and justice.

The political theology of prophetic Judaism accounts for two enduring features of the foreign policy beliefs
of American Jews. They exhibit a cosmopolitan sensibility, advocating on behalf of human rights,
humanitarianism, and international law and organizations. They also are suspicious of
nationalism—including their own. Contrary to the conventional wisdom that American Jews are natural-born
Jewish nationalists, Barnett charts a long history of ambivalence; this ambivalence connects their early
rejection of Zionism with the current debate regarding their attachment to Israel. And, Barnett contends, this
growing ambivalence also explains the rising popularity of humanitarian and social justice movements
among American Jews.

Rooted in the understanding of how history shapes a political community's sense of the world, The Star and
the Stripes is a bold reading of the past, present, and possible future foreign policies of American Jews.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Kim:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book The Star and the Stripes: A
History of the Foreign Policies of American Jews was making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide The Star and the Stripes: A
History of the Foreign Policies of American Jews is not only giving you more new information but also to
get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try
to make relationship while using book The Star and the Stripes: A History of the Foreign Policies of
American Jews. You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Robert Thomas:

This The Star and the Stripes: A History of the Foreign Policies of American Jews book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Star and the Stripes: A History of the Foreign
Policies of American Jews without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Star and the Stripes: A History of the Foreign Policies of American
Jews can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you
can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Star and the Stripes: A History of the Foreign
Policies of American Jews having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

David Clark:

The reserve untitled The Star and the Stripes: A History of the Foreign Policies of American Jews is the
reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Star and the Stripes: A History of the Foreign Policies of
American Jews from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jean Gonzales:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Star and the Stripes: A
History of the Foreign Policies of American Jews which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out



this book? Let's find.
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