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This new series, co-sponsored with The Center for Black Music Research of Columbia College, seeks to
increase our understanding of black music genres and their importance to the cultures of the Atlantic world,
including their influence on African musical styles. Books in the series will examine the wide-ranging music
of the African diaspora—including the folk-derived musical styles of the Americas as well as European-
influenced concert hall music of the entire black Atlantic world—by analyzing issues critical to our
interpretation of the music itself and exploring the relationships between music and the other black
expressive arts.

Focusing on blues, jazz, gospel, rhythm and blues, and soul music, California Soul is one of the first books
to explore the rich musical heritage of African Americans in California. The contributors describe in detail
the individual artists, locales, groups, musical styles, and regional qualities, and the result is an important
book that lays the groundwork for a whole new field of study. The essays draw from oral histories, music
recordings, newspaper articles and advertisements, as well as population statistics to provide insightful
discussions of topics like the California urban milieu's influence on gospel music, the development of the
West Coast blues style, and the significance of Los Angeles's Central Avenue in the early days of jazz. Other
essays offer perspectives on how individual musicians have been shaped by their African American heritage,
and on the role of the record industry and radio in the making of music. In addition to the diverse range of
essays, the book includes the most comprehensive bibliography now available on African American music
and culture in California.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Smith:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled California Soul: Music of African Americans in the West
(Music of the African Diaspora). Try to face the book California Soul: Music of African Americans in the
West (Music of the African Diaspora) as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really
feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Hester Crutchfield:

The event that you get from California Soul: Music of African Americans in the West (Music of the African
Diaspora) is a more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but California Soul: Music
of African Americans in the West (Music of the African Diaspora) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having that California Soul: Music of African Americans in the
West (Music of the African Diaspora) instantly.

Joaquin Bedard:

This California Soul: Music of African Americans in the West (Music of the African Diaspora) are generally
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this California Soul:
Music of African Americans in the West (Music of the African Diaspora) can be one of the great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information
that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this California Soul:
Music of African Americans in the West (Music of the African Diaspora) giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jim Molnar:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types



of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon.
The California Soul: Music of African Americans in the West (Music of the African Diaspora) will give you
a new experience in reading through a book.
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