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With roots that stretch from West Africa through the black pulpit, hip-hop emerged in the streets of the South
Bronx in the 1970s and has spread to the farthest corners of the earth. To the Break of Dawn uniquely
examines this freestyle verbal artistry on its own terms. A kid from Queens who spent his youth at the
epicenter of this new art form, music critic William Jelani Cobb takes readers inside the beats, the lyrics, and
the flow of hip-hop, separating mere corporate rappers from the creative MCs that forged the art in the
crucible of the street jam.

The four pillars of hip hop—break dancing, graffiti art, deejaying, and rapping—find their origins in
traditions as diverse as the Afro-Brazilian martial art Capoeira and Caribbean immigrants’ turnstile artistry.
Tracing hip-hop’s relationship to ancestral forms of expression, Cobb explores the cultural and literary
elements that are at its core. From KRS-One and Notorious B.I.G. to Tupac Shakur and Lauryn Hill, he
profiles MCs who were pivotal to the rise of the genre, verbal artists whose lineage runs back to the black
preacher and the bluesman.

Unlike books that focus on hip-hop as a social movement or a commercial phenomenon, To the Break of
Dawn tracks the music's aesthetic, stylistic, and thematic evolution from its inception to today's distinctly
regional sub-divisions and styles. Written with an insider's ear, the book illuminates hip-hop's innovations in
a freestyle form that speaks to both aficionados and newcomers to the art.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carlton:

The feeling that you get from To the Break of Dawn: A Freestyle on the Hip Hop Aesthetic is a more deep
you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to understand but To the Break of Dawn: A Freestyle on the Hip Hop
Aesthetic giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of
To the Break of Dawn: A Freestyle on the Hip Hop Aesthetic instantly.

Rosalie Dietrich:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book To the Break of Dawn: A Freestyle on the
Hip Hop Aesthetic it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book possesses high quality.

Samuel Lashley:

Beside this To the Break of Dawn: A Freestyle on the Hip Hop Aesthetic in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have To the Break of Dawn: A Freestyle on the Hip Hop Aesthetic because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well
as read it from today!

John Hill:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book To the Break
of Dawn: A Freestyle on the Hip Hop Aesthetic. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that,



you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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