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From an award-winning 60 Minutes reporter comes the extraordinary story of the largest and most successful
CIA operation in history-the arming of the Mujahideen in Afghanistan. After the Soviet Union invaded
Afghanistan in 1979, pressure mounted for the Americans to support the Afghan resistance. Charlie Wilson,
a maverick congressman from East Texas who sat on the powerful House Defense Appropriations
Committee, persuaded his colleagues to allocate $10 million to fund the CIA's effort to arm the Mujahideen.
Charlie Wilson's War tells the story of what became the largest covert operation in history; funding
eventually grew to over $1 billion a year. The book includes an incredible cast of characters: Charlie, the
charismatic, hard-partying congressman who raised eyebrows when traveling to Pakistan with unusual
companions -- one his personal belly dancer, another an ex-beauty queen -- but was passionate about
supporting the Afghans and brilliant at getting deals done. Gust Avrakotos, a working-class Greek among
Ivy Leaguers at the CIA who set up the team that ran the largest operation in the history of the CIA.
President Zia of Pakistan, who became great friends with Charlie and used his leverage to get huge aid
dollars as well as keep the West looking away as he built the first Muslim bomb. Moving from the back
rooms of the Capitol, to secret chambers at Langley, to arms-dealers conventions, to the Khyber Pass,
Charlie Wilson's War is brilliantly reported -- one of the most detailed and compulsively readable accounts
of the inside workings of the CIA ever written, with a cast of characters and a plot out of Le Carre or Clancy.
This book is a remarkable account of the last battle of the Cold War, a battle that helped weaken the Soviet
Union and led to its collapse and, of course, paved the way to the rise of the Taliban, with consequences that
we are dealing with today.
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From reader reviews:

Pedro Engle:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Charlie Wilson's War:
The Extraordinary Story of the Largest Covert Operation in History? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Michael Roberts:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Charlie Wilson's War: The Extraordinary Story of the Largest Covert Operation in History, you could tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a reserve.

Susan Peterson:

This Charlie Wilson's War: The Extraordinary Story of the Largest Covert Operation in History is fresh way
for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest
in reading this Charlie Wilson's War: The Extraordinary Story of the Largest Covert Operation in History
can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So
there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Louise Perez:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Charlie Wilson's War: The Extraordinary Story of the Largest Covert
Operation in History was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your



scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.
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