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Paul J. Vanderwood offers a fascinating look at the events, beliefs, and circumstances that have motivated
popular devotion to Juan Soldado, a Mexican folk saint. In his mortal incarnation, Juan Soldado was Juan
Castillo Morales, a twenty-four-year-old soldier convicted of and quickly executed for the rape and murder
of eight-year-old Olga Camacho in Tijuana in 1938. Immediately after Morales’s death, many people began
to doubt the evidence of his guilt, or at least the justice of his brutal execution. People reported seeing blood
seeping from his grave and hearing his soul cry out protesting his innocence. Soon the “martyred” Morales
was known as Juan Soldado, or John the Soldier. Believing that those who have died unjustly sit closest to
God, people began visiting Morales’s grave asking for favors. Within months of his death, the young soldier
had become a popular saint. He is not recognized by the Catholic Church, yet thousands of people have made
pilgrimages to his gravesite. While Juan Soldado is well known in Tijuana, southern California’s Mexican
American community, and beyond, this book is the first to situate his story within a broader exploration of
how and why popular canonizations such as his take root and flourish.

In addition to conducting extensive archival research, Vanderwood interviewed central actors in the events of
1938, including Olga Camacho’s mother, citizens who rioted to demand Morales’s release to a lynch mob,
those who witnessed his execution, and some of the earliest believers in his miraculous powers. Vanderwood
also interviewed many present-day visitors to the shrine at Morales’s grave. He describes them, their
petitions—for favors such as health, a good marriage, or safe passage into the United States—and how they
reconcile their belief in Juan Soldado with their Catholicism. Vanderwood puts the events of 1938 within the
context of Depression-era Tijuana and he locates people’s devotion, then and now, within the history of
extra-institutional religious activity. In Juan Soldado, a gripping true-crime mystery opens up into a much
larger and more elusive mystery of faith and belief.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Siegrist:

The book Juan Soldado: Rapist, Murderer, Martyr, Saint (American Encounters/Global Interactions) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave the great thing like a book Juan Soldado: Rapist, Murderer, Martyr, Saint (American
Encounters/Global Interactions)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Juan
Soldado: Rapist, Murderer, Martyr, Saint (American Encounters/Global Interactions) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Elizabeth Hart:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Juan Soldado: Rapist, Murderer,
Martyr, Saint (American Encounters/Global Interactions) e-book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
question Juan Soldado: Rapist, Murderer, Martyr, Saint (American Encounters/Global Interactions) as good
book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by
its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Kayla Congdon:

This Juan Soldado: Rapist, Murderer, Martyr, Saint (American Encounters/Global Interactions) is brand new
way for you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Juan
Soldado: Rapist, Murderer, Martyr, Saint (American Encounters/Global Interactions) can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These
books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading
a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Lamar Carr:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Juan Soldado: Rapist, Murderer, Martyr, Saint
(American Encounters/Global Interactions) can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating



this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have
Juan Soldado: Rapist, Murderer, Martyr, Saint (American Encounters/Global Interactions).
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