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We live in a world populated not just by individuals but by figures, those larger-than-life people who in some
way express and challenge our conventional understandings of social types. This innovative and
collaborative work takes up the wide range of figures that populate the social and cultural imaginaries of
contemporary Southeast Asia--some familiar only in specific places, others recognisable across the region
and even globally. It puts forward a series of ethnographic portraits of figures that represent and give voice to
something larger than themselves, offering a view into social life that is at once highly particular and general.
They include the Muslim Television Preacher in Indonesia, Miss Beer Lao, the Rural DJ in Thailand, the
Korean Soap Opera Junkie in Burma, the Filipino Seaman, and the Photo Retoucher in Vietnam. Figures of
Southeast Asian Modernity brings together the fieldwork of over eighty scholars and covers the nine major
countries of the region: Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. An introduction outlines important social transformations in Southeast
Asia and key theoretical and methodological innovations that result from ethnographic attention to the study
of key figures. Each section begins with an introduction by a country editor followed by short essays offering
vivid and intimate portraits set against the background of contemporary Southeast Asia. The result is a
volume that combines scholarly rigor with a meaningful, up-to-date portrayal of a region of the world
undergoing rapid change. A reference bibliography offers suggestions for further reading. Figures of
Southeast Asia Modernity is an ideal teaching tool for introductory classes to Southeast Asia studies,
anthropology, and geography.
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From reader reviews:

Joaquin Hogan:

This Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That Figures of Southeast
Asian Modernity without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't become worry Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity can bring whenever you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jimmy Robertson:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity book is readable by you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Figures of Southeast
Asian Modernity content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Figures
of Southeast Asian Modernity is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jodie Kahl:

The event that you get from Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity is a more deep you rooting the
information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this
because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having this kind of Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity instantly.

Shawn Young:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Figures of Southeast Asian
Modernity can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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