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In 1865, when San Francisco's Daily Evening Bulletin asked its readers if it were not time for the city to
finally establish a public park, residents had only private gardens and small urban squares where they could
retreat from urban crowding, noise, and filth. Five short years later, city supervisors approved the creation of
Golden Gate Park, the second largest urban park in America. Over the next sixty years, and particularly after
1900, a network of smaller parks and parkways was built, turning San Francisco into one of the nation's
greenest cities.

In Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930, Terence Young traces the history of San Francisco's park
system, from the earliest city plans, which made no provision for a public park, through the private garden
movement of the 1850s and 1860, Frederick Law Olmsted's early involvement in developing a
comprehensive parks plan, the design and construction of Golden Gate Park, and finally to the expansion of
green space in the first third of the twentieth century. Young documents this history in terms of the four
social ideals that guided America's urban park advocates and planners in this period: public health,
prosperity, social coherence, and democratic equality. He also differentiates between two periods in the
history of American park building, each defined by a distinctive attitude towards "improving" nature: the
romantic approach, which prevailed from the 1860s to the 1880s, emphasized the beauty of nature, while the
rationalistic approach, dominant from the 1880s to the 1920s, saw nature as the best setting for uplifting
activities such as athletics and education.

Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930 maps the political, cultural, and social dimensions of landscape
design in urban America and offers new insights into the transformation of San Francisco's physical
environment and quality of life through its world-famous park system.
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From reader reviews:

Alison Caulfield:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930 (Creating the North American
Landscape (Hardcover)) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930 (Creating the
North American Landscape (Hardcover)) content conveys objective easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930 (Creating the North American Landscape
(Hardcover)) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Neil McNatt:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find publication that need more time to be read. Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930 (Creating
the North American Landscape (Hardcover)) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have
those short free time problems.

Carolyn Brown:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can observe
that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
personally is Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930 (Creating the North American Landscape
(Hardcover)) this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book
ideal all of you.

Mary Ransom:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930
(Creating the North American Landscape (Hardcover)) or others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was



created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge.
In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Building San Francisco's Parks, 1850-1930
(Creating the North American Landscape (Hardcover)) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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