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Why do certain words make us blush or wince? Why do men and women really speak different languages?
Why do nursery rhymes in vastly different societies possess similar rhyme and rhythm patterns? What do
slang, riddles and puns secretly have in common?

This erudite yet irresistibly readable book examines the game of language: its players, strategies, and hidden
rules. Drawing on the most fascinating linguistic studies--and touching on everything from the Marx
Brothers to linguistic sexism, from the phenomenon of glossolalia to Apache names for automobile
parts--Word Play shows what really happens when people talk, no matter what language they happen to be
using.

"A captivating, almost entirely unpedantic book...solidly founded in scholarship, love of language, and an
unabashed worldliness about play itself."--Washington Post

"Absorbing...so curious, amusing, and enlightening...we almost inadvertently learn a great deal about
linguistics. [But] it seems scarcely to matter what we've learned...we've simply had too much fun."--The
New York Times
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From reader reviews:

Robert Aviles:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Word Play: What Happens When People Talk as your
daily resource information.

Bruce Zimmerman:

This Word Play: What Happens When People Talk is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for
some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Word Play: What
Happens When People Talk can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book
is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for
your better life and also knowledge.

Alexander Ratcliff:

You can obtain this Word Play: What Happens When People Talk by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Joseph Johnson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their pastime.
They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Word
Play: What Happens When People Talk can make you experience more interested to read.
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