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Countless Chinese villages have been engulfed by modern cities. They no longer consist of picturesque
farms and fengshui groves, but of high-rise buildings so close to each other that they create dark
claustrophobic alleys - jammed with dripping air-conditioners, hanging clothes, caged balconies and bundles
of buzzing electric wires, and crowned with a small strip of daylight, known as "thin line sky." At times,
buildings stand so close to each other they are dubbed "kissing buildings" or "handshake houses" - you can
literally reach out from one building and shake hands with your neighbor.

Although it is easy to see these villages as slums, a closer look reveals that they provide an important,
affordable, and well-located entry point for migrants into the city. They also offer a vital mixed-use, spatially
diverse and pedestrian alternative to the prevailing car-oriented modernist-planning paradigm in China. Yet
most of these villages are on the brink of destruction, affecting the homes of millions of people and
threatening the eradication of a unique urban fabric.

Villages in the City argues for the value of urban villages as places. To reveal their qualities, a series of
drawings and photographs uncover the immense concentration of social life in the dense structures, and
provide a peek into residents' homes and daily lives. Essays by a number of experts offer a deeper
understanding of the topic, and help imagine how reinstating the focus on the village could lead to a richer,
more variegated pathway of urbanization.

Contributors include Margaret Crawford, Jiong Wu, Marco Cenzatti, Jiang Jun, Nick Smith, and Laurence
Liauw.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Thomas:

The book Villages in the City make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a
lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make studying a book Villages in the City for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like wide open and read a book Villages in the City. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Ernestine Worrell:

The ability that you get from Villages in the City is the more deep you rooting the information that hide
within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know
but Villages in the City giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Villages
in the City instantly.

Lane James:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Villages in the City as the daily resource information.

Paul Leavens:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book Villages in the City. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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