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How are alliances made? In this book, Stephen M. Walt makes a significant contribution to this topic,
surveying theories of the origins of international alliances and identifying the most important causes of
security cooperation between states. In addition, he proposes a fundamental change in the present
conceptions of alliance systems. Contrary to traditional balance-of-power theories, Walt shows that states
form alliances not simply to balance power but in order to balance threats. Walt begins by outlining five
general hypotheses about the causes of alliances.

Drawing upon diplomatic history and a detailed study of alliance formation in the Middle East between 1955
and 1979, he demonstrates that states are more likely to join together against threats than they are to ally
themselves with threatening powers. Walt also examines the impact of ideology on alliance preferences and
the role of foreign aid and transnational penetration. His analysis show, however, that these motives for
alignment are relatively less important. In his conclusion, he examines the implications of "balance of threat"
for U.S. foreign policy.
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From reader reviews:

Patsy Marshall:

The Origins of Alliance (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Origins of Alliance (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Lewis Wade:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Origins of Alliance (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) will give you new experience in
examining a book.

Samuel Ware:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book The
Origins of Alliance (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). You can add your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

David Murray:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the The Origins of Alliance (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) when you required it?
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