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For decades educators and cultural critics have deplored the corrosive effects of electronic media on the
national consciousness. The average American reads less often, writes less well. And, numbed by the frenetic
image-bombardment of music videos, commercials and sound bites, we may also, it is argued, think less
profoundly. But wait. Is it just possible that some good might arise from the ashes of the printed word?
Most emphatically yes, argues Mitchell Stephens, who asserts that the moving image is likely to make our
thoughts not more feeble but more robust. Through a fascinating overview of previous communications
revolutions, Stephens demonstrates that the charges that have been leveled against television have been faced
by most new media, including writing and print. Centuries elapsed before most of these new forms of
communication would be used to produce works of art and intellect of sufficient stature to overcome this
inevitable mistrust and nostalgia. Using examples taken from the history of photography and film, as well as
MTV, experimental films, and Pepsi commercials, the author considers the kinds of work that might unleash,
in time, the full power of moving images. And he argues that these works--an emerging computer-edited and
-distributed "new video"--have the potential to inspire transformations in thought on a level with those
inspired by the products of writing and print. Stephens sees in video's complexities, simultaneities, and
juxtapositions, new ways of understanding and perhaps even surmounting the tumult and confusions of
contemporary life.
Sure to spark lively--even heated--debate, The Rise of the Image, the Fall of the Word belongs in the library
of millennium-watchers everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Rountree:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Rise of the Image, the Fall of the Word can be very good book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mary Wright:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Rise of the Image, the Fall of
the Word that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit,
you may pick The Rise of the Image, the Fall of the Word become your personal starter.

Donald Noble:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is The Rise of the Image, the Fall of the Word this e-book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Tanya McGaha:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Rise of the Image, the Fall of the Word can make you feel more
interested to read.
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