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The Meaning of Addiction has become the classic expression of the extensive research that shows addiction
cannot be resolved biologically—lived human experience and its interpretation are central to the incidence,
course, treatment, and remission of addiction. The data presented in this book indicate this is permanently the
case. The idea, on the other hand, that new genetic and neurochemical discoveries will eliminate this
irrefutable truth is the greatest of all myths about addiction.

Meaning made these myths clear even before the director of the National Institute of Mental Health, Steven
Hyman, presented the "hijacked brain" meme of addiction. Actually, Hyman discussed how opiates and other
drugs act on the brain. But, as this book describes, most opiate users are not addicts, and most addicts give
up or reduce their use of opiates as dictated by their life needs. The effects of drugs on the brain are a small
variable contributor to addiction that are always mediated by social and personal interpretation.

This classic book presents a systematic, seamless model of addiction that makes sense of the natural history
for individuals, cultural variations in addictive experience, and the wide range of addictive experiences for
different individuals with different involvements at different times and different places. This is the meaning
of addiction—something that cannot bypass real people in real settings in in all their experiential and cultural
richness. The effort to do otherwise is strange and misguided, scientifically and therapeutically, and will
eventually die away—but meanwhile doing horrible mischief.

“There were two books that really had a significant impact on me on the issue of drugs: One was Andrew
Weil’s book, The Natural Mind. The second book that really made an impact on me was Stanton Peele’s The
Meaning of Addiction.”
—Ethan Nadelmann, Founder and Director of Drug Policy Alliance, the primary drug policy reform
organization in the U.S.
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From reader reviews:

Rosalyn Kendall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Meaning of Addiction: Compulsive
Experience and Its Interpretation publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation The
Meaning of Addiction: Compulsive Experience and Its Interpretation as good book not merely by the cover
but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Daniel Carter:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book The Meaning of Addiction: Compulsive Experience and Its Interpretation
was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
wanted.

Marcella Aragon:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Meaning of Addiction: Compulsive
Experience and Its Interpretation or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes The Meaning of Addiction: Compulsive Experience and Its Interpretation to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Brandy Brobst:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Meaning of Addiction: Compulsive Experience and Its Interpretation
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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