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How the West's greatest spy in Asia tried to stop the new American way of war—and the steep price
he paid for failing

Jim Thompson landed in Thailand at the end of World War II, a former American society dilettante who
became an Asian legend as a spy and silk magnate with access to Thai worlds outsiders never saw. As the
Cold War reached Thailand, America had a choice: Should it, as Thompson believed, help other nations
build democracies from their traditional cultures or, as his ex-OSS friend Willis Bird argued, remake the
world through deception and self-serving alliances? In a story rich with insights and intrigue, this book
explores a key Cold War episode that is still playing out today.

Highlights a pivotal moment in Cold War history that set a course for American foreign policy that is still●

being followed today
Explores the dynamics that put Thailand at the center of the Cold War and the fighting in neighboring Laos●

that escalated from sideshow to the largest covert operation America had ever engaged in
Draws on personal recollections and includes atmospheric details that bring the people, events—and the●

Thailand of the time—to life
Written by a journalist with extensive experience in Asian affairs who has spent years investigating every●

aspect of this story, including Thompson's tragic disappearance
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Gowen:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Ideal Man: The Tragedy of Jim Thompson and
the American Way of War.

Herb Baker:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The Ideal
Man: The Tragedy of Jim Thompson and the American Way of War offer you a new experience in reading
through a book.

Theresa Smith:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
collection in your reading list is definitely The Ideal Man: The Tragedy of Jim Thompson and the American
Way of War. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Morris Sampson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Ideal Man: The Tragedy of
Jim Thompson and the American Way of War.
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