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It is not only the past that lies in ruins in Patna, it is also the present. But that is not the only truth about the
city that Amitava Kumar explores in this vivid, entertaining account of his hometown. We accompany him
through many Patnas, the myriad cities locked within the city—the shabby reality of the present-day capital
of Bihar; Pataliputra, the storied city of emperors; the dreamlike embodiment of the city in the minds and
hearts of those who have escaped contemporary Patna's confines. Full of fascinating observations and
impressions, A Matter of Rats reveals a challenging and enduring city that exerts a lasting pull on all those
who drift into its orbit.

Kumar's ruminations on one of the world's oldest cities, the capital of India's poorest province, are also a
meditation on how to write about place. His memory is partial. All he has going for him is his attentiveness.
He carefully observes everything that surrounds him in Patna: rats and poets, artists and politicians, a girl's
picture in a historian's study, and a sheet of paper on his mother's desk. The result is this unique book, as
cutting as it is honest.
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From reader reviews:

Leigh Weimer:

This A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
That A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna without we recognize teach the one who studying it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of
Patna can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna
having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Daniel Starnes:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This kind of A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna can give you
a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna.

Jesse Kennedy:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have many
advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book A Matter of Rats:
A Short Biography of Patna we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be
creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life at this time book A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna. You can more
inviting than now.

Mary Linkous:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of
Patna to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a
book and read it. Beside that the book A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna can to be your new
friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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