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Christopher McIlwain’s Civil War Alabama is a landmark book that sheds invigorating new light on the
causes, the course, and the outcomes in Alabama of the nation’s greatest drama and trauma. Based on twenty
years of exhaustive research that draws on a vast trove of primary sources such as letters, newspapers, and
personal journals, Civil War Alabama presents compelling new explanations for how Alabama’s white
citizens came to take up arms against the federal government.
 
A fledgling state at only forty years old, Alabama approached the 1860s with expanding populations of both
whites and black slaves. They were locked together in a powerful yet fragile economic engine that produced
and concentrated titanic wealth in the hands of a white elite. Perceiving themselves trapped between a mass
of disenfranchised black slaves and the industrializing and increasingly abolitionist North, white Alabamians
were led into secession and war by a charismatic cohort who claimed the imprimatur of biblical scripture,
romanticized traditions of chivalry, and the military mantle of the American Revolution.
 
And yet, Alabama’s white citizens were not a monolith of one mind. McIlwain dispels the received wisdom
of a white citizenry united behind a cadre of patriarchs and patriots. Providing a fresh and insightful
synthesis of military events, economic factors such as inflation and shortages, politics and elections, the
pivotal role of the legal profession, and the influence of the press, McIlwain’s Civil War Alabama
illuminates the fissiparous state of white, antebellum Alabamians divided by class, geography, financial
interests, and political loyalties.
 
Vital and compelling, Civil War Alabama will take its place among the definitive books about Alabama’s
doomed Confederate experiment and legacy. Although he rigorously dismantles idealized myths about the
South’s “Lost Cause,” McIlwain restores for contemporary readers the fervent struggles between Alabamians
over their response to the epic crisis of their times.
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From reader reviews:

James Conner:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Civil
War Alabama.

Ann Strickland:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Civil War Alabama your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous
to. The Civil War Alabama giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Suzanne Ferris:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Civil War Alabama that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
may pick Civil War Alabama become your current starter.

Kathleen Blackwood:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Civil War Alabama this publication consist a lot of the information in
the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation



when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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