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Tugboats are the workhorses of the greatest harbor in the world, easing massive ocean liners and garbage
scows alike cleanly into their berths. Tugboats of New York captures the history and lore of these iconic
craft, from their precursors in the early 1800s to their heyday in the 1950s, when more than 700 small but
potent boats dotted the harbor. They are the most versatile of vessels, not only guiding large oceangoing
ships safely into harbor, but also conducting rescue operations and navigating vast quantities of oil, cement,
and scrap iron through traffic-clogged waters.

A twenty-year veteran of New York tugboats, George Matteson knows the tides and currents of New York
from the Bronx to the Verrazano Narrows. His history of tugboating shows how this inherently risky
business pits men and their boats against weather, water, and the scarcely measurable physics of ships and
barges of far greater dimension.

The story of New York’s tugs parallels the broader history of New York’s industrial development, from the
rise of railroads to the decline of the port in the wake of labor disputes and large container ships. It is also a
story of remarkable seamen who pass their craft from pilot to apprentice over generations, along with the
lore of great waterways that remain unchanged despite the lengthening shadows of skyscrapers and
commerce.

Rich with first-person anecdotes of life on the New York waterways and one hundred and fifty black-and-
white illustrations, including rare and sumptuous photographs from the likes of Gordon Parks and Todd
Webb, Tugboats of New York will fascinate readers interested in New York history, boating, and maritime
history.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Brown:

This Tugboats of New York: An Illustrated History is great book for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Tugboats of New
York: An Illustrated History in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right
but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
which?

Veronica Gregor:

The book untitled Tugboats of New York: An Illustrated History contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
brings you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Edward Cottrell:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Tugboats of New York: An
Illustrated History can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Norman Ross:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Tugboats
of New York: An Illustrated History.
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