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Heartbreaking, joyous, traumatic, intimate and revelatory, Reckoning is the book where Magda Szubanski,
one of Australia's most beloved performers, tells her story.

In this extraordinary memoir, Magda describes her journey of self-discovery from a suburban childhood,
haunted by the demons of her father's espionage activities in wartime Poland and by her secret awareness of
her sexuality, to the complex dramas of adulthood and her need to find out the truth about herself and her
family. With courage and compassion she addresses her own frailties and fears, and asks the big questions
about life, about the shadows we inherit and the gifts we pass on.

Honest, poignant, utterly captivating, Reckoning announces the arrival of a fearless writer and natural
storyteller. It will touch the lives of its readers.

Magda Szubanski is one of Australia’s best known and most loved performers. She began her career in
university revues, then appeared in a number of sketch comedy shows before creating the iconic character of
Sharon Strzelecki in ABC-TV’s Kath and Kim. She has also acted in films (Babe, Babe: Pig in the City,
Happy Feet, The Golden Compass) and stage shows. Reckoning is her first book.

‘A brave and tender book about everything that matters most in life.’ Cate Blanchett

‘This is a remarkable memoir, that weaves the tragedy of twentieth century history into a personal narrative
of coming to terms with family and self, and manages to honour both stories. The writing is assured and
controlled, the storytelling expert and thoughtful, the language eloquent and moving. The writing, the story,
the voice—all of it is beautiful.’ Christos Tsiolkas

‘A memoir that will dazzle every kind of reader...Reckoning is a riveting, overwhelmingly poignant
autobiography by a woman of genius. It is a book about how someone might live with the idea of killing the
thing they love. It is a story of love and death and redemption and a daughter’s love for her father. It is an
extraordinary hymn to the tragic heroism at the heart of ordinary life and the soaring moral scrutiny of
womankind. Every library should have it, every school should teach it.’ Weekend Australian

‘Unlike most autobiographies by famous people, Reckoning has substance beyond the writer’s
fame...Szubanski’s fine memoir, written with great style, adds another layer to our history.’ Crikey

‘This is documentary writing of the highest order and Szubanski has given life to an incredible war
story...This tale of war and suburbia, sexuality and comedy, is likely to be the most popular Australian book
of the year.’ Age/Sydney Morning Herald

‘This is an inspiring memoir of a woman who faced her demons, sought treatment for depression and
overcame disappointments.’ Good Reading

‘[Reckoning is] a page-turner...The quality of a memoir depends on how interesting a life the person writing
it has had and Szubanski doesn't appear to do dull. She is articulate and likeable as she tries to reconcile
herself with the many difficult aspects of her past.’ New Zealand Herald



'Reckoning is a beautiful and moving story of a serious, thoughtful and complex person.' Paul Barclay, ABC
Radio National Books and Arts, Best Books of 2015

‘Magda Szubanski’s brave, compassionate—and hilarious—Reckoning may be some sort of masterpiece of
the form.’ Australian, Best Books of 2015
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From reader reviews:

George Falls:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
up than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Reckoning:
A Memoir book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Victoria Schwan:

The knowledge that you get from Reckoning: A Memoir will be the more deep you searching the
information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but Reckoning: A Memoir giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this specific Reckoning: A Memoir instantly.

Phillip Chadwick:

The reason why? Because this Reckoning: A Memoir is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Miranda Durkee:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Reckoning: A Memoir why because the amazing cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic
as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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